[Renal artery stenosis in the transplant patient].
To present our experience in the diagnosis and treatment of renal artery stenosis in kidney transplants. A review of 601 renal transplants performed in adults showed 32 cases of renal artery stenosis. The diagnostic techniques utilized were arteriography in 18 patients, DIVAS in 15, echo-Doppler in 11 patients and MAG with captopril test on two occasions. Arterial hypertension was the most common symptom (92.8%), alone (53.1%) or in association with impaired renal function (43.7%). 46.8% of the cases could be managed by drug therapy. Percutaneous transluminal angioplasty was performed in 14 patients. Surgery was required on two occasions. The incidence of renal artery stenosis in our series of renal transplants in adults up to 1997 was 5.3%. Arterial hypertension with or without impairment of renal function was the most common symptom. Currently, echo-doppler and MAG with captopril test are the most widely utilized diagnostic techniques. Percutaneous transluminal angioplasty is the treatment of choice in renal artery stenosis when arterial hypertension is refractory to drug therapy. Good results are achieved in 57%, although it is not free from complications. In case of failure, revascularization surgery is the alternative approach.